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	Dear Friends in the Presentation Family

Greetings & Thanks 


We wish to send you warm greetings as Presentation Day approaches.

This is our first message to you as the new Congregation Leadership Team of the Presentation Brothers.  As we move around the Congregation, we are constantly impressed and encouraged by the commitment and dedication we witness in so many women and men of all ages who form part of our network and our extended Presentation Family.
We salute and affirm the work being done in school communities and in so many social ministries and projects in many parts of the world.  School staff members, Associates and others continue the mission of Blessed Edmund Rice and enrich so many lives.  We are also heartened by the energy and creativity we witness among our young people in schools and in movements such as S.H.A.R.E., Communio Edmund Rice and the Edmund Rice Action Camps.  As the feast of the Presentation approaches, it is appropriate that we should say “thank you” and offer you our support and encouragement.  We also want to offer you a challenge as we move forward together.

A Suffering World
Recently, two of us visited the United States to meet with the Province Leadership Team of the Brothers there.  We met with the Brothers and some Associates in Kissimmee, Florida as Hurricane Wilma hit that State.  It brought home to us how people suffer in situations of natural disaster.  Florida was also hit last year and, of courses, we recalled how our Presentation Family in Grenada suffered when Hurricane Ivan devastated that beautiful West Indian island.  Nevertheless, situations of difficulty can also bring out the best in us and we heard many stories of generosity and even heroism.  Out of the chaos and despair can come new life and hope.

Sing to the Lord a new Song
This was the theme of the recent General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers.  We believe we are called to respond in new and creative ways to the needs of the young and the poor in today’s world.  But we can only ‘sing a new song’ if we have discovered God in a new and deeper way in our lives.  God is always revealing a new ‘face’ to us and inviting us into a deeper relationship.  This is the call of every Christian – to discover a God of unconditional love and to live out of that experience.  In our Presentation Family we can make this journey together.  We face real challenges and will need to embrace huge change in the coming years.  Relying on our ever-faithful God and the community we experience together, we have the resources to really sing this new song.  In Ireland, among the many celebrations of Presentation Day we will have a Presentation Family Mass at 8.00 p.m. on Saturday, November 19 in the Sacred Heart Church, Western Road, Cork.  All the members and friends of the Presentation Family are welcome to attend.  We know that similar celebrations will take place in many parts of the Congregation and we encourage your active participation.
 
Enriching Lives – Our Mission in Education
The Presentation Education Office will host a conference in Cork on November 25th, for representatives of our Irish school communities.  The theme of the Conference is Enriching Lives and it draws inspiration from Jn.10:10:  “I came that they may have life and have it to the full”. We want to support and affirm our school communities as they maintain and develop the Presentation tradition of Edmund Rice education into the future.  At the heart of our educational mission is helping people attain their full potential and giftedness.  For us in the Presentation tradition this involves sharing gospel values and the message of Jesus with our young people.
 
Yet two very critical questions suggest themselves:
How do we form Christ in young people today, in the context of the cultures of today’s world?  and
How, specifically, do we form Christ in poor young people?
Let us remember that Christ is already present before we arrive.  Education is about the drawing out of what is there.  Edmund Rice saw Christ in the poor but far more importantly, he saw the tragedy of the poor not seeing Christ in themselves.  This had huge implications for the methodology and shape of his vision in nineteenth-century Ireland.  Our point is that though our mission is clear, relevant and urgent, how we go about that mission in today’s world will require radical change.  We will explore how God’s vision for our world is implemented in our mission of Christian formation in more detail in a later letter.

 

Visits 

Members of the Congregation Leadership Team hope to visit our school communities in Ireland in February, 2006. During March, April and May we will visit other parts of the Congregation around the world.  We look forward to meeting you personally, to listening to you and to gaining a deeper understanding of the challenges you face.
 

The Challenge of Hope 

It is a cliché to say we live in a world of rapid change.  Natural disasters, violence, terrorism, alert us to the fragility of life and cultures.  Society and Church face huge and serious problems.  It is so easy for many good people to give themselves over to fear and anxiety.  Yet, people still search for meaning and hope.  People still respond to what is authentic.  That is our challenge – to be truly human, to be truly Christian, to build community and to offer hope and meaning to our young people.  It is an urgent challenge and it is more relevant than ever.  As we celebrate the feast of the Presentation, let us draw strength from Mary of Nazareth, woman of wisdom and love.

 

 Mary – Truly our Sister
“During the Chapter we prayed often to Mary, the patron of the Congregation.  We were very conscious of her presence drawing us closer into the heart of Christ.  May Mary always be present with us on our spiritual journey as we seek to be true disciples of her son, Jesus.”  (Chapter Vision Statement)
For us as Presentation Family, Mary has a special place in our lives.  On November 21, we celebrate the Feast of Mary’s Presentation.  Mary invites us too to present our lives to God and to present Jesus to the world of our time.  Pope Paul VI suggested that in the contemporary world we need to relate to Mary in a new way, as a real woman who is “truly our sister” on our faith journey.  We end this letter to you with the words of Paul VI and by listening to the words of the women from many parts of the world who speak to us of Mary:
 
Mary is “truly our sister, who as a poor and humble woman fully shared our lot”.                                                     – Pope Paul VI
 
“For poor women Mary is not a heavenly creature but shares their lives as a comrade and sister in struggle.”
 – Maria Pilar Aquino, Mexico
 
Mary is our “sister; a woman in solidarity with other women and the oppressed”.                                        – Chung Hyan Kyung, Korea
 
“It is the Mary of the Gospels, on whose lips is placed the Magnificat, who is seen as a colleague by women around the world who are rediscovering that they have a mission in society and church. … [Her] face is no longer only that of Our Lady, glorious Queen of Heaven, but also and primarily an elder sister and travelling companion.”
 – Ivone Gebara and Maria Clara Bingemer, Brazil
 
“Perhaps for our time her best title is not ‘mother’, but ‘sister in faith’, not one who directs or defines our way, but one who reminds us of the resources we carry with us as we go.”
   – Patricia Noone, United States.
Friends, we wish you all a happy and joy-filled Presentation Day.  May Mary of the Presentation truly be your sister.
Your brothers in Jesus and Edmund,


